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On Automobile Industry Growth

The prosperous 1955 we hope
we have just entered rests
heavily on a big year for the
pivotal automobile industry. An
authority orf automobile sales
has just predicted that sales
this year should go well above
1954's 5.4 million,

The authority’s reasoning is
this: .
The economic outlook has im-

proved.
During 1954, 8,750,000 auto”
mobile installment contracts

,were paid up. Eleven million

more such contracts mature in

1955. These people are all auto
users; they are prospects in
1955 for cars, new or used.

Competition has upgraded all
models of 1955 automobiles;
they have more sales appeal.

Family growth continues high,
and high incomes mean more
two- or three-car families,

New roads, both toll and free,
make driving an automobile
more of a pleasure.-

Put all these factors togeth-
er, says the officlal, and the
only way for auto sales to go
is upward.

. .

AUTOMATON GROWS —
Sharper competition Is impell
ing industry toward greater au-
tomatic operation, and a 1955
trend will be more and more
epending for instrumentation.

So says the president of a
firm known as a leading maker
of automatic control equip-
ment,

The application of automaton
is a logical outgrowth of man.
agerial interest in more pro:
duction from men and ma-
cnines, says the official. Even
89, he believes that up to now,
no more than 15 per cent of
the full potential application of
automatic control has been rea-
lized.

He insists that industrial con-
trol equipment should be re-
garded as an integral part of
new plant design, rather “than
gadgetry to be added after the
machinery is in -place, Current
estimates are that business
spending for plant and equip-
ment will be lower than 1954's
total of some $26.7 billion —
by no more than 4 per cent.
Beiween 50 and 60 per cent of
this spending will be aimed at
modernizing and improving ex-
1sting plants. More and' more
improvement consists of mak-
ing operations more nearly au-
tomatic.
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BUILDING OUTLOOK—New
l’eeords in home building are
expected to be set in 1055, agd
with the increase in dollar vol-
ume will go a rise in.the qual-
ity of dwellings erected, de-
clares Verne W. Boget, chairy
man of the Tile Council of
America.

“This {s good news for mak-
ers of clay floor and wall tile,”
sald Boget, “In 1054. these ma-
terials had a sales gain of
20 per cent, compared to a
5 per cent rise in domestic
construction outlays, '

“The trend to larger fami:
lies, the avallability of mort-
gage money, and the exten-
sion of repayment terms to
30 years will combine to fos-
ter demand for bigger ahd
better homes, as well as more
homes, Our- industry expects'
to see most homes built with
at least oneandahalf tiled
bathrooms, and in many in:
stances two. Demand for clay
tile in kitchens is increasing,
100"

New school and hospital build-
ing offers another major mar-
ket for clay tile, In these two
fields maintenance costs are
major items, and easy-to-main:
tain clay tile earns a prefer-
ence,

. v

BIG YEAR FOR PENS
The writing equipment indus-
try enters 1055 with prospects
for a record sales year, tough-
er competition, and a levellng
off of ball-print sales, in the
opinion of one of its leaders,

The president of a large pen

company expects pen manufac-
turers’ policies on illegal re-
tail price cutting to influence
the individual companies’ per-
formances. He said recently:

“We believe 'a national-brand
manufacturer has a responsi-
bility to dealers and consum-
ers, which requires him to com-
bat manipulation of his prod-
uets. Price cutters can't per-
form for the public the neces-
sary distributing and servicing
on which national-brand manu-
facturers must, depend.”

His company’'s 1954 sales rec-
ord indicates that national
brand producers can prevent
illegal price cutting of t
prodiicts without sales losses,
he said. In a year of read-
justment for most Industries,
the company's sales mounted
steadily to an overall gain of
14 per cent from the 1953 to-
tal. .

T

CHEMICAL ADVANCES-Ad-
vances in - the application of
chemicals to improving textiles
and paper rank among the most
significant achievements of the
chemical industry, one company
reported in a year-end review.

“Basis natural products
and industries, hard - pressed
by synthetic fibers, have been
given a second wind by the
use of our Eycar nitrile atex,”
use of our Eycar nitrile Latex,”
used as a permanent size, prom-
ises to put denim fabrics, for
example, into the higher-qual-
ity markets where they never
have been before. Such treated
depims won't fade or run, and
resist wear five times as well
as ordinafy: denim.”

Other types of cotton goods
can be treated to improve wear
and wrinkle resistance, and
the same Hycar latex can give
specialty papers desired quali-
ties of toughness, softeness, or
resistance to oils, solvents, and
water.

You Can Get
Your Tabs on
Saturday Too

Branch offices of the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles will be
open Saturdays, from 8 .m. to
12: noon during the annual ve-
hicle registration period which
ends Feb. 4,

Leavitt Tudor, local DMV
manager, said the dates for ex-
tra Saturday service are Jan.
15, 22 and 29 only.

Driver's licenses are not being
issued at the local. office, at
1317 Cravens Ave, during the
license registration period.

Motorists
Heading for
Snow Warned

Driving to the mountains
and snow?

The California Highway Pa-
frol admonishes’ you to be pre-
pared to cope with the addi-
tional hazards of icy roadways
and heavy snow.

“A det of skid chains in good
condition, a shovel, and extra
caution are all necessary for
safety,” declared Patrol Com-
missioner B. R, Caldwell. “Pack
the chaing and, shovel where
they can easily be reached when
you arrive In the snow coun-

ry.

“Caution 1s vital, for lcy
pavements are treacherous and
can slip you into accident trou-
ble quickly, Caution In" the
snow means alertness for loy
spots on an otherwise clear
pavement and a speed that Is
in accordance with such con:
ditions,

“It also means being on the
lookout for the chain control
signs either advising or re
quiring them. The smart driv-
er wllf always heed the ‘chains
adyisable' sign and install them

{-from—Branch

Fund Drive

Albert Isen, attorney and
member of the City Council,
will lead Torrance during the
1955 Red Cross fund campaign,
according to word received this
week from Frank Afton, South-
west Regional fund chairman.

In accepting the top volun.
teer post, Isen, who is chair-
man of the Torrance Red Cross
Branch, sdid he expects to re-
lease the names of those who
will - fill leadership posts next
week. )

Apart from his coming cam-
paign duties, Isen is past presi-
dent and member of the Tor-
rance Lions Club, and member
of the Elks Club.

Local Red Cross fund raising
operations will be conducted
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ters—at
2325 Torrance Blvd., one of four
offices set up in-the Southwest
area for ‘campaign purposes.

Aside from Torrance, other
communities to participate in
the -southwest area Red Cross
fund raising program include
the following branches: Gar-
dena, Lomita-Harbor City, Palos
Verdes, Inglewood-Lennox, Haw-
thorne, El Segundo, South Bay
and Lawndale.

More than 5000 volunteers
must be recruited in order to
raise approximatetly $88,000,
which the Southwest area will
seek as their quota of the Los
Angeles chapter _goal of $3,037,-
750, according to Afton.

Pre-School
Registration

At Halldale -

Registration for the Halldale
pre-kindergarten school, 21514
Halldale Ave., will be held from
Jan. 24 to 28 for the second
semester, which begins Jan. 31.

Children must be five years
old on or before May 1 and
must present a legal document
as proof of birth, according to
Mrs. Amanda Bonwell, school
principal.

She also pointed out that chil-
dren on the waiting' list are au-
tomatically registered -and par-
ents are asked to pick up ad-
mittance cards at the school
on Jan, 31

There are 37" teachers at the
school and more than 1300 chil-
dren are expected to enroll for
the second semester.

Thieves Hit
Local Plants

Deputy sheriffs were wonder-
ing this weck whether some-
body was planning to set up a
business with construction®ma-
terials taken in recent burglar-

les.

Welding equipment, an elee-
tric drill and a number of
valves, valued at $2196, - were
taken from the Bell Processes,
Inc, James C. Harris reported
Tuesday.

Apparently driving a iruck
onto the premises, despite a
locked gate, they got the heavy
equipment, and apparently tried
to take away other stationary
equipment.

At the same time, the Golden
State Staff and Stone Co, of
19201 Hamilton 8t., reported
the theft of four metal wheel-
barrows worth $120.

A near Compton firm recently
reported the theft of a $1000
electric welder.
before proceeding,” Caldwell
continued, “It is quite proba-
ble you will find another sign
a few miles up the road re.
quiring chains. This will be the
end of the road unless your
car is equipped with chains,

Drivers  should remember
that, even with tire chains, au-
tomobiles are difficult to con-
trol if operated at unreasona-
ble speeds. Enjoy your drive
to the mountains this winter
but remember, driving condi-
tions are not like those you
are accustomed to in tie val
leys,'" he concluded,
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} Quality Meats

U.S. GOVT. GRADE “6O0D”
LEAN, BONELESS STEER BEEF

STEW.
'MEAT

PORK CHOPS
PORK STEAK
©
Ib.

RATH'S BLACKHAWK—from the I.and o' Con—1 to 3 Ib., Medium Size c
SPARE RIBS

2515 TORRANCE BLVD., Yorrance — 1516 Pacific Coast Hwy., Redondo Baach -

: A JIM DANDY PLACE TO SHOP
LONG BEACH — BELL — LOS ANGELES — INGLEWOOD
WESTCHESTER — REDONDO — TORRANCE — HERMOSA
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